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on the farther side of the frontier. A series of frontier-post disputes
in the first days of January was followed by a Japanese attack on
Shanhaikwan, the frontier town of intramural China at the point
where the Great Wall ends at the sea. At the same time an outflank-
ing advance was made through a neighbouring pass, whereupon
the Chinese, having evacuated Shanhaikwan, retired towards the
west. With their withdrawal, military operations came to an end
until the beginning of April, when a fresh advance was made by the
Japanese-'Manchukuo' troops. In the face of this, the Chinese
retired once more—this time, across the Lwan River which, flowing
down, as it did, from Jehol and entering the sea midway between
Shanhaikwan and Tientsin, afforded a first-class line of defence.
Fighting was resumed simultaneously at the passes along the Great
Wall nearer to Peiping, and Japanese aeroplanes dropped bombs on
Tungchow, less than twenty miles from that city. Still farther west
Japanese troops entered Dolonor, a town of Chahar, the Inner
Mongolian province adjoining Jehol.
Having cleared the desired zone on the south-western side of the
Great Wall, and having made a threatening gesture in the direction
of Peiping, the Japanese leaders halted their troops. They then
almost immediately withdrew to the farther side of the Wall, after
giving a warning that any Chinese forces which ventured inside the
covering zone would be subjected to attack. In the following month
of May the Japanese-'Manchukuo' forces moved forward for a third
time, on the ground that Chinese troops had been stationed within
the zone. On this occasion they advanced all the way to the Lwan
River, and at the same time repeated their demonstration against
Peiping by an incursion of Japanese cavalry, who pushed forward
to within a few miles of Tungchow.
In the face of this fresh threat, Chinese resistance collapsed and
the leaders agreed to an armistice. On the 31st May a truce was
concluded at Tangku over the signatures of General Okamura and
General Hsu Yen-mo, who represented the authorities at Peiping.
The terms, as reported in the press, provided that the Chinese troops
were to withdraw and to remain behind a line drawn to the south of,
and roughly parallel to, the Great Wall from the sea to a point north
of Peiping. They were also to abstain from provocative or disturbing
acts. The Japanese troops were to be free to verify the observance
of this undertaking by means of air observation or other methods.
Thereafter the Japanese troops were to refrain from further pursuit
and were to withdraw to the Great Wall. Finally, the maintenance
of peace and order in the zone, some thirty to forty miles wide,
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